COMPLETE AIR CREW

Pilot Hair, James M. 0435774 1st Lt.

Copilot Miers, Lonnie L. 0725333 1st Lt.

Nav. Yonych, Alexander -~ 0659949 1st Lt.

“omb. Gook, Emmet E. - 0725410 1st Lt.

UpTurCun Patriquin, Louis F. ¥ 19066157 T/Sgt

LoTurGun Seman, Andrew K 32175577 S /Sgt

W, anl Hch‘%hliﬂ, Jimnie G.- 1%55707 Sgt

Rad Op ' Byrnes, Ervin N, ' 19006254 Sgt

Airplane # -~ 42-5179 Type -= B-17F Loeing Flying ‘ortress

Mission -- High altitude bombing mission to Palermo Docks and Shipping, Palermo

Harbor, Sicily
Date -- 22 Mar 1943

Hit by flal: aver target. Loet altitude. Attackoed by enemy fMghtars.

by flames, engine exploded, ship broke up in mid-air.

Ihree (3) parachutes seen to open. FPossibly two more.

Ship last seen off coast of Sicily between Cape Galbo and Cape San Vito

No search conducted.

All crew members on flying pay status

Above information extracted from SR&D Case No. 580

Note-- For additional information see' confidential letter dated 22 Jan 44.

Evncloped

from AGO to CG, NATO, US Army, subject: “lnformation Regarding Personnel

Heported Missing in Action", and nine indorsemenis thereon, File:

AG 704 (22 Jan 44) PC-8



Iwin Bridges, Montana
April 7, 1947

War Department .
The Adjutant Generdl's Office
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In referonce te tho named officers and enlisted man of my orew,

Hair, James M. 0435775  First Lieutenant
niﬂ's’ Lonnie Lo, Jro 0.?25333 . -
Byrnes, Ervin E. 19006254  Sergeant

1 do not know what has become of them.

We were making our run over the target. All of a sudden the plane
was full of fire; then everything went black.

1 regained consciousness fallinz Lurough the air and pulled my rip
cord. While floating A~ vo earth, I saw only one parachute below me.

wy parachute was badly ripped and 1 came down very fast., When I hit
the ground I lost consciousness. 1 came to in an Italian naval hospital.
I did not see or hear of an)r of my crew again.

In my opinion and to the best of my knowledge, I do not know what
did happen to the above named cofficers and enlisted man.

I would like to know what happened to the named officers and enlisted
men also to my crew:

First Lieutenant Yovich Navigator
L) " Couk Cook bombadair
Staff Sergeant Upton Tall Gunner
" " Seaman Ball Turret
Tech. " Patriquin Engineer

Maybe if I could get in contact withthem they could give me more
inrormation, 1 would like very much to have their home addresses soO

I can get in contact with them.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Jimmie G. Mclaughlin
/t/ JIMMIE G, MCLAUGHLIN

AGPB-CR 704

COFPY COPY
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“In Reply Refer To: :

QMGYG 203
Unk, (Misc.)
Palerme, Sieclly

L 8

%

- Gapt nmnat E.. Cook "
280l Msrket Street -
Fort Worth, Texaw

Dear Capt ccok:

;!\ o ¢

=

-

' WAR DEPARTMENT
QPFIGS OF THE QUARTERMADTER GENFRAL
, Washington 25, D. C. '

&

6 Ssptember 1946

In rsply to your request for Information regarding crew
members, this office wishes to ndvise you that Douglas J, Upton

Jimmie G. McLaughlin and Ale. arder Yon

Howsver, Louis F, Patriquin and Addrew Seaman
Their remains wsre recovsred at Sen Vito
and are interred in the 2nd /D Ceme tery, Palermo, Sicl

United States.
were killed,

h were svacumted to the
Siclly
iy,

wheres the three crew members mentioned in our previous 1ottor

ta youu ava alsn huariad,

Your prompt reply was greatly appreclated.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENBRAL:

Sincerely yours,

JAMES C. MacRARLAND
Major, QNMC
Assis tant



Page 2 L0 August 12, 1946

if you can*giéo-no any information about the following mep,
it wilil be very much appreciated: Douglas Upton, tall gunner;

SR MacLaughlin, wals! gunner; Patriquén, upper turret and

‘enginser; Andrew Seaman, lowsr turret gunner, And tan you

 tall me are ths badias of the othar ecraw mambara wera found

© and &

‘If T can be of sny further sorvico, plonao feel fres to call
on me ut .ny t.ime. 4

&
Ar :

R sxncoro}y_yourn;
. " . -

EMMET ®, COCK
Capt., ORC

2201 Merket Street
Port Worth, Texas
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August 12, 1946

Quartermastsr General
Washington 25, D.C.

Refer to: QMGYC 203
Unk. 2'65
Palermo, Siclly

Dear Sir:

In answer to Major MacFarland's letter of 6 August 1946,

I am sorry to say that I am unable to give you any iaformation
which might ensble you to identify the woman found with the
bodles three of my crew members,

Following is e brisf synopsis of what happened es fer as I

know Or can remember: About four minutes after lsaving the
target (Palermo) werreceived a direct hit in the left wing.

It was only & few asconds before that wing came off and - a
result the ship went into a violent spin, I was thrown next

to Lt, Miers neer the forward escape hatch, wh'zk we were unadle

to open, The last thing I remember 1s seeing a lot of fire and
expesriencing the discomfort of not being able to meove, Hare

I either passed out from lack of oxygen {we wsre betwsen 20 ooo
und 30,000 ft,) or fright, for the next thing I cen recall " '
| dQlcqndin verynguiotly doun {n my chute, .T nqtlced bits o{
_ debris 2ll arou nd two chutes boI@t. ) tndéd nbar‘; aoi
cosst villa Somewhere between Fslarmo and Triponi, along
two of our Sg§t.'s, Upton end MecLeughlin, teilgunner and vallt- '
gunner, both of whom received ssrious injuries, Lt. Yonich wes
high above us in another chute but we= did not sees him until
later on n the hospital at Triponi Airfield.

I had slways thought the wreckags hit in the sea, but evidentaly
it d1d not, But I do remember an Itallan soldler pointtng to
the side of & mountaln ind“lug.ng“iomo ing abou fl er" and
it Is possible that he coulc have been pointing to spot where

our ahip hit, If so, it was not near a house or villngo. but
egelnst the side of a mountain with very steep snd rugged c¢liffs,

It may bs possible that the palne crashed on th s unknown woman
but 1t doesn't seem very probable, I do not beliave this woman
waw in the airplans at any time, NTORTA T
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‘WAR DEPARTMENT ‘
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTIR GENRKAL
Washington 25, p.,Cc,

~~ In Reply Refer To:
QMGYG 293

Unk. 2"65 »

(Palormo) Sicily

Address’ R‘é%y To THE
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Mr. Zamet E, Cook
2201 Market Street,
Fort Worth, Texas

Dear Mr. Cook:

An ‘nvestigetion 1s boln% conducted by this office
to determlne, If posaible, the identity of an Unknown Woman,
whose br'y was recovared with three decsased craw members,
lst Lts, James H FEalr, Lonnie Misrs and Sgt. Srvin B, Byrnes,
killed 22 March 1943 as the result of the crash of their

airplana.

As you wers a crew member of this plune on the date
of the crash, i1t 12 b’ ’avad you may be able to supply infor-
wation which wéllcer r«2isShlithe identity of this woman, Any
Information which yai can furnish will %e greatly appreciated
by thls office, -

A self-addrsssed envelcpes, which r8quires no postage,
is incleosed for your cownvenlenc:,

FOR THE QUARTERMASTRER GENERAL:

Sineceroly yrari,

JAMES C, MacPARLAND
Major, 3JMC :
Assistant

Incl

Envelope
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2 April 1947

\"ar Department
Th¢ Adjutant Cemeralls Office

Wasaington 25, D. C,

Att: Maj. Gen. Edward F, Witsell
The Adjutant General of the Army

Ref: AGPO-CR 704 (27 March 1947)
Deer Sir:

In reply to your inquiry of 27 March 1947, the following is

a synopsis of what I believe happened on the 22 March 1943.
Also, you will find enclosed copies of my earlier correspondence
with the Quartermaster General's Office, which will possibly be
of some help to you.

A fow mloules afler leavling the GArget we receivea a airect

hit in the left wing. I believe it was flak, but there is a
possibllity that it could have been 20 mm. I did not notice
any fire et this time, but I did smel! smoke a few seconés
before Lt. Hair gave the orders to bail out, but thought it

was fumes from gun fire. At this time we were very busy with
fighter attacks. When the word came from Lt. Hair over the
inter-comm - "Sorry, fellows, but you will have to bail out."
for some unknown reason I grabbed a fire extinguisher and headed
for the bomdb bay. On the way I noticed for the first time that
we had a hell of a fire between #1 and #2, which convinced me
there was no need of a fire extinguisher. I met Lt. Miers, co-
pilot, at the forward esca e hatch - we were unable to open
this hatch with the emergency releasa. We were both stamping
¢n 1t, when, I assume, the left wing blew off, because the air-

lane went into a sudden and most violent spin. pinning
t. Miers and myself to the floor. My vision was pretty well

blacked out, but I do recall seeing a lot of blue and red fire.
The next thing I remember is descending very quietly in my
chute.

With regard to the members of our crew mentioned in your letter,
I am quite sure that lst Lt. James M. Hair, first pilot, was
still at the controls when the ship blew up. 1l1lst. Lt. Lonnie

L. Miers, Jr., co-pllot, was trapped with me near the forward
escape hatch., Lt. Alex Yonyech, navigator, was still at his
guns, and I have no idea where Sergeant Patriquin, upper turret,
was at the time; no one alive today saw him. Later in the
hospital Sergeant Upton informed me that just before the ship
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went into a spin, he saw Sergeant McLavghlin and Sergeant
Byrnes helping Sergeant Seamen out of :ne lower turret gun

position. Byrnes was radio operator, gunner and McLaughlin
was walsi guunovre. OJergeani Upbon was tail gunner.

I landed near Sergeants McLaughlin end Upton; both of whom
sustain?d serious injuries. McLaughlin had a crushed right
arm, and I believe his back was broken. Upton had a deep

head wound. From the appearance of their physical injuries,

I assume they were blown clear of the airplane. We wsre taken
to a local jail somewhere between Palermo and Tripcni, where
the Italians administered very poor first aid to my Sergeants
(if you could call it first aid). They treated them like dogs
and I feel sure that both men would have died from infection
if it had not been for the German medical attention they re-
ceived three days later on Triponi German Airfield.

Having seen only two chutes, I assumed the rest of our orew

went down with the wreckage, so I was quite surprised when
they brought in Lt. Yonych the rirst n ght. He was pretuy

well beaten up and did not know how he got out.

When we were first captured, we talked very little of the
incident because of the constant watch of the Italians. But
later in Stalag Luft III, Lt. Yonych and myself discussed it
quite frequ.ntly and feel safe in assuming that lst Lts. James
M. Hair, Lonnie L. Miers, Jr., Sergeants Byrnes, Andrew Seaman,
and Louis F, Patriquin went down with the wreckage, although
ve saw none of them after the plane blew up, nor did we see

the wreckage.

I hope the above information is what you desire and if you
can give me the current address of Upton and McLaughlin, it
will be very much appreciated.

Yours very truly,

Emmet E. Cook
Capt. ORC

EEC: jt

Encl: Recent Correspondence with
Quartermaster General's Office



AGPC-CR 705 (27 Mar 47)

(2)

I am quite certein, though not positive that, owing to
their vosition in the ship, Lt. Hoir and Lt. Miers and
Sgt. Gyrncs were either zilled instantly or knoocked un-
conecious to sucn a degree thet it would make it impose-
ible for them to have onened their oarachutes in time.

The exnlosion had such force that it comnletely demolished
all of the shin except a small piece of the tail section.

If there is any other information you wish, I shall be
glad to give it if it is in my knowledge. D

Respectfully yours,
QTN ;‘éﬂéﬁw
Douglas J. Upton

135 West 93rd Street
New York City, New York
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April 9, 1947
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Major General Edward F. Witsell N\
The Adjutant General of the Aprmy

Washington 235, D.C.
Dear Sir:

On March 17, 1943 the Flying Fortrese of which Lt. Joames
M. Hair, Lt. Lonnie L. ..iers Jr., Sgt. Ervin E. Byrnee
and I were orew members, was on an assigned mission over
Palermo Harbor, Sicily. We had completed the bomb run,
clceed bomb bay doors and had set our course for home
base. Approximately five minutes after dropoinz our bomb
load, our Fortr:es wae hit by flak, between number one
and two engines in the trailinz edge of the wing, setting
afire the left main fuel tank. Our pilot, Lt. Hair, gave
ordere to narachute out. Immediately, Lt. Miers, our co-
pilot. counter-ordered not to naranhute sut . He, being
on the right side of the flight deck could not see the
exvent of the wing dauage, thereby believing it noseidble
to make it back to the base, or at least out of eneay
territory. I called into Lt. Hair, asking for final
ordere and he again sald to parachute out. Therefore, I
turned around from my tail poeition, buckled on my para-
chute and started for ball turret poeition for the pur-
pose of aiding the ball turret man with his oarachute.

I arrived about midway up in the waiet when the ehip went
into a flat spin, the centrifical force holding me to the

floor of the ehip. After a few seconds the plane straightened

out again and I got up to help the ball turret man. He
had just turned hie turret up and opened the escape hateh
when the plane exploded, blowing me free of the ship.

Apnraximately twa ninntes had elapeed from the time Lb. lalr

geve the first order to parachute out until the time that
the plane exnloied. I delayed openins my narachute until
about 10,000 feet aud then made my descent, landine on the
beach. There were four of us out of the entire crew that
landed in the near vicinity: myeelf, Lt. Cook, bombardier,
Lt. Yanick, navigator and a Sergeant whose neame I do not
know eince he was a replacement gunner for that miseion.
Thie Sergeant received wounde that could have been fatal.
The Italiane took him to a hosnital. That is the last I
heard of him,

(1)




